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become so bestial and indescribably filthy that no one will
employ them or even let them a room. . . .55
R. M, P. (aged seven) was "A poor maimed little fellow
rescued from a wretched home in a Scottish town. Has led
a life fraught with misery; was brutally kicked and so
severely injured that, after lying for several weeks in an
infirmary, his right hand was amputated. Both parents de-
graded and living apart, the father leading a wandering life.
Child found forlorn on a staircase by a benevolent man...."
Or take the case of W. L., admitted to the Stepney Home
%vhen thirteen. "A poor little fellow with a diseased jaw.
Has been taken about the streets of London by a pavement
artist to excite sympathy. Father dead. A drunken and
utterly demoralized mother who was found hopelessly
intoxicated upon the same bed with her dead husband.
She has been turned out of lodgings time after time for
drunkenness and non-payment of rent. . . ."
These cases, taken from Barnardo's admissions of 1888,
are typical of the 1,768 children received that year. But
it must not be inferred that this large figure represents the
total of applications; that year 7,298 applications were
received, and although scarcely one-quarter of the children
concerned were, upon investigation, found really destitute
and therefore eligible, nevertheless over 1,200 of those
refused admission were, by Barnardo's, sent to sea, provided
with clothing, found situations or otherwise assisted. Fully
half, however, of the total of applications were refused as
unsuitable; careful inquiry showing that these candidates
had relatives or friends who could be induced to undertake
their support. Indeed, from the first Barnardo's resolutely
refused to be imposed upon by those who sought to shirk
responsibilities and foist them upon the Homes. They
refused no destitute child'; but destitution had to be proved
before any child was permanently admitted.1
1 In cases of obvious destitution, children were always admitted at once, pending
inquiry.
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